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Dear Reward Building Professionals,

“Reward Is On A Roll” is the theme for our 2002 convention scheduled January 21-23 in
Las Vegas, and it’s really true.  One obvious indication is that an increasing number of
construction industry professionals who want more information about the product
performance and construction benefits of ICFs are turning to Reward and to you for the
answers they need.  And people new to the ICF industry look to Reward as the leading
provider of ICF products and services.

The Reward team is “on a roll,” and we are building on the strength of our momentum.
That’s why I really hope to see you at our convention again this year.  2001 has been a
great year.  Many of you have completed unique projects, had some funny moments,
faced first-time challenges and accomplished a lot of noteworthy achievements.  Our
convention has become a forum for us and each of you to discuss and exchange these
projects and stories, learn from them and take away ideas to improve your businesses.  

The 2002 convention will be focused on you, and the products and services you need to
build a stronger business.  This is your chance to meet with and have your questions
answered by experts who can address your particular business needs.  Also, I’m proud of
the fact that Reward is probably the most forthcoming ICF company when it comes to
telling you what to expect.  I always look forward to the convention as an opportunity to
tell you what we have planned for the coming year—and we have some surprising and
exciting new products and innovations to announce.

The quality of our convention improves each time one more company or person decides
to join us, so make your plans to attend now.  Reservations are coming in quickly.  Don’t
miss this chance to be a part of an event that is unique in the industry—the largest
gathering of ICF professionals anywhere.  I hope to see you there.

Best regards,

Edward L. Storm
President  
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The first class of a new program designed
to train members of the United Brotherhood
of Carpenters and Joiners (UBC) in ICF
construction was completed in October, and
Reward provided the training for flat wall 
ICF systems.

The 500,000-member UBC saw an
opportunity to expand into ICF construction
and contacted the PCA and ICFA to help
design a program to educate trainers in all
aspects of ICF construction.  These trainers
will then go back to their local chapters to
train interested members there.  The
program is projected to turn out 60 trainers
each year, who would each train 40 of his
fellow union members resulting in 2,400
trained new ICF installers each year.

The week long program was held at the
UBC training facility in Las Vegas and
consisted of classroom and hands-on
training in a variety of ICF systems and accessories.  John Ballew
of Reward Wall Systems of New Mexico, Inc. represented Reward
during the class, and provided field experience to back up the

principles that were taught regarding ICF
construction with a flat wall form.

“Carpenters recognize the merit of
ICFs as a building system,” said PCA
Residential Technology Program Manager
David Shepherd, “and the transfer of skill is
easier than with some of the other building
trades.  Carpenters use similar tools, like
handsaws and glue guns, and they
understand the principles of building a
plumb and straight wall.

“By the end of the training, the
members of the class were saying this
system makes good sense, and were
switching their thinking from wood to
concrete.  A couple of them even said they
were planning to build their own houses
and are now thinking of switching to ICFs.”
Shepherd added that the UBC is planning to

expand the size of their training facility and
will go with ICFs for the walls.

The next course is scheduled for February 2002.  Three to four
courses will be scheduled each year depending on demand.

RWS TRAINS UBC

John Ballew (center) shows corner bracing
option to UBC members.


